
 

 

 

 

 

 

Message From The Rabbi – September 2008 

 

PREPARATION for SCHOOL YEAR  
 
 
September is back to school for secular and religious instructions. One 
important new subject I would like to add to our School curriculum; 
particularly in our BAR and BAT MITZVAH Classes is what our faith 
stands for and contributes to the arena of faith. 
 
 
Everyone pretty much knows that Judaism promoted the concept of 
One God. However, we need to include the concepts:  
 
1. Judaism reminds us that we are all descended from Adam and Eve, 
making us one human family.  
 
2. Judaism calls upon us to recognize the uniqueness of humanity, that 
we are made in the Image of God. What is this image? This image is 
revealed to us in the story about Moses who wanted to see God. But 
was told that God is Spirit and that he could not see God but God’s 
Spirit would pass by him. And this Spirit is expressed through the 13 
Divine Attributes of Mercy. These 13 Attributes are symbolic of all the 
collective positive ideals and virtues we hold as people and are called 
to live. 
 
3. Our faith emphasizes that we have been given the gift of Free Will. 
Thus, as co-creators, we have to take responsibility for our actions. For 
the Scriptures remind us, what we sow we shall reap. However, our 
faith reminds us that although God is the True Judge, He is 
Compassionate and Merciful. He is a Forgiving Creator, who will take 
our repentance and remorsefulness into consideration. 
 
4. Israel has been called the front runner, to be a light unto the nations. 
Her role in this world is to bare witness to God’s revelations and the 
PRESENCE of His Spirit within man. In addition, Israel is called to 
remind all peoples that we are one human family, made in God’s Image 
and to take responsibility for our actions. For the Scriptures remind us, 
what we sow we shall reap. Nevertheless, God is a Forgiving Creator 
who is Just yet Merciful, who will evaluate us accordingly. 
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“Everyone pretty much knows 

that Judaism promoted the 
concept of One God.”

Rabbi’s Message
Thanksgiving is around the corner and this year our Temple is hosting the  
community interfaith Thanksgiving Service. The Service will be held on Tues, 
November 24th at 7:30 p.m. Please join us for this community event.

Well, this past month scriptural reading discusses the call of Abraham to leave 
the country of his family’s origin. This place was known as Ur of the Chaldees 
from the city of Haran. This country is known today as Iraq. Well, this country 
hasn’t changed much as a good place to live in.

Sometimes we need to make changes in our lives, regarding circumstances such 
as where we live, our work or career changes. This should not be done from 
negative impulses but from listening to the still small voice within like Abraham 
who recognized God’s calling.

So too, we need to listen to that still small voice regarding choices in our lives. 
Do they lead us to our highest selves and bring forth our greatest good?

The story of Abraham continues, with the destruction of the cities of Sodom 
and Ghomorah. It seems history has many stories of past destructions and of 
warnings of future possibilities. The Scriptures remind us that the future is in our 
hands. 

Abraham is known as the father of many nations. And just like in some family 
relationships, Abraham’s children; Ishmael and Isaac and grandchildren; Esau 
and Jacob, need to accept one another and make peace.

With the birth of Isaac we encounter another human expression of devotional 
worship: human sacrifice. Across the ancient world, many nations practiced 
human sacrifice as a faithful act of devotion. But through the biblical story of 
the AKEDAH; the offering of Isaac, we are raised to the consciousness that God 
is not asking us to offer human life as a sign of our faithfulness but to live and 
observe His Commandments so we can make this a better world.

Tragically, even today there are movements and activities that are tempted to  
express their concept of God and their love of God by killing other people  
either by blowing themselves up as a sign of devotion or just killing other 
people in the name of God.

There’s much we have to do to raise mankind’s consciousness to the level of 
accepting one another and work hard to promote tolerance, love and peace in 
this world. But that’s what God has called us to do. For we have been called  to 
be a light unto the nations and to remind the tribes of mankind that we are all 
one family, created by God in His Image.

This work is just beginning.

SHALOM  UV’RACHAH — HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Rabbi Gerald J. Catano



Page 2 Temple Shalom of Sussex County

2009-2010 Hebrew School Calendar

2009
September 
4	 Friday		  1st Family Friday Night Service 6:30 PM 
13	 Sunday		 1st Day of School	 Class Friday Night Service Schedule 
19	 Tuesday		 Rosh Hashanah (1st Day) 
27	 Sunday		 Kol Nidre 
28	 Monday	 Yom Kippur 
	 13, 27 		 School Sessions 
					     B’Nei Mitzvah Class	 November 6th

October					    Hay - Dalet Class	 February 5th 
3	 Saturday	 Sukkot 
4	 Sunday		 Breakfast in the Sukkah 
11	 Sunday		 Simchat Torah 
	 4, 11, 18, 25 	 School Sessions

November 
24	 Tuesday		 Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
26	 Thursday	 Thanksgiving 
29	 Sunday		 No School 
	 1, 8, 15, 22 	 School Sessions

December 
12	 Saturday	 1st Day of Hannuakh (1st Candle on the 11th) 
13	 Sunday		 Hannukah Activity (20th Snow Date) 
27	 Sunday		 No School 
	 6, 13, 20 	 School Sessions

2010 
January 
30	 Saturday	 Tu B’Shevat 
	 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 School Sessions

February 
9	 Monday	 Tu B’Shevat 
14	 Sunday		 No School 
28	 Sunday		 Purim - PURIM CARNIVAL at School 
	 7, 21, 28 	 School Sessions

March 
28	 Sunday		 Passover Activity 
30	 Tuesday		 1st Day Passover (1st Seder Night is the 29th) 
	 7, 14, 21, 28 	 School Session

April 
4	 Sunday		 No School 
11	 Sunday		 Holocaust Rememberance Day 
25	 Sunday		 Hay Class Evaluation (May 2nd - Make-up) 
	 11, 18, 25 	 School Sessions 

May 
9	 Sunday 		 Mother’s Day/No School 
23	 Friday		  Graduation 
	 2, 16 		  School Sessions
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Temple Coordinator: (Job Description):
	 • ��Accept all incoming phone calls to the temple, answer general questions  

and forward phone messages as necessary. 
	 • Work with the Rabbi to coordinate and maintain his schedule 
	 • Maintain Temple volunteer list and coordinate volunteers accordingly. 
	 • Make reminder phone calls re: onegs, Sunday bagel duty, upcoming Temple activities, etc. 
	 • Speak with prospective members and mail membership packet.  
	 • Advise President so follow-up phone call can be made 
	 • �Work with Hebrew School Coordinator to maintain updated Bar/Bat Mitzvah list  

to be forwarded to Rabbi and Board.
	 • �Work with Bar/Bat Mitzvah families to ensure access to Temple  

and coordinate cleaning arrangements and/or payments.
	 • Maintain general supplies for the Temple. 
	 • Pick up mail from post office and sort accordingly ensuring mail is delivered to appropriate parties. 
	 • Schedule pre-approved repairs/service and be available to provide access to the Temple 

COMPENSATION: Credit towards dues. Contact Lary or Jane if interested

The following are paid advertisements. Please support Temple Shalom’s sponsors whenever possible.

Advertise Your Business  
on our New & Improved Website!

Advertise your local business to everyone visiting  
our website and viewing our newsletter for a yearly  
donation (tax deductible) of only $100 for a  
business card size display. 

E-mail a link to your website and digital company  
logo/photo to wish@davidwish.com and mail your  
donation to:

Temple Shalom, PO Box 93, McAfee NJ 07428 -  
Please state that payment is to be applied towards  
website advertising. Once payment is confirmed, the link 
will be posted - a great way to support Temple Shalom and 
increase your company exposure and business!

PayPal Coming Soon!
Temple Shalom is in the process of setting up a PayPal 
link on our website. An e-mail will be sent shortly advising 
when the link will be active.  

Be sure to visit our site and set up your Pay Pal account  
for easy, hassle free dues payments!

J.L. Apter Memorial Chapels
Jason L. Apter, Manager • NJ Lic. No. 3650

A NON PROFIT JEWISH FUNERAL HOME
The same dignified full service at greatly reduced prices.

IN THE APTER FAMILY TRADITION SINCE 1902

GRAVESIDE SERVICES FROM $4695*

DONATING $500 TO YOUR SYNAGOGUE 
OR COMMUNITY FROM EACH FUNERAL

RESTRICTIONS APPLY.

PRE-ARRANGEMENT SERVICES AVAILABLE

1 Baker Avenue • Dover, NJ
973.366.1700 • 973-422-1313

Beautiful colonial setting

486 Pompton Avenue • Cedar Grove, NJ
973.239.4200 • 877.APTER.NJ

Parking for over 100 vehicles

*Graveside/Synagogue package Includes professional charges, preparation, and local transportation. Does not include casket 
or cash disbursements such as cemetery fees, death certificates, gratuities. Request our general price list. Call for details.


